THE   RIGHT   TO   HERESY

wine. The result is, not to increase the wine, but to spoil
the good wine which the fool already had. It is prepos-
terous to assert that those who are forced to profess a
belief, really believe what they profess. Were they free to
follow their own inclinations they would say: 'What I
sincerely believe is that you are unjust and tyrannical,
and that what you have compelled me to profess is false.9
Bad wine is not made good by forcing people to drink it."
Again and again, therefore, and ever more vigorously,
does Gastellio reaffirm his conviction that intolerance
will inevitably lead to war, and that only through
toleration can peace be achieved. A philosophy or a
religion cannot be established by thumbscrews, battle-
axes, and big guns, but only by influencing individuals to
accept a conviction without constraint; by true under-
standing alone can wars be avoided and ideas linked to-
gether. Let us, therefore, leave those to be Protestants
who wish to be Protestants, and those to remain Catho-
lics who are honestly so disposed, trying to constrain
neither one set of persons nor the other. A generation
before the rival creeds were reconciled at Nantes over the
tombs of myriads who had been senselessly sacrificed, a
lonely and distressful humanist foreshadowed the edict
which was to establish toleration in France. "My
counsel to you, France, is that you should cease the con-
straint, the persecution, and the murder of conscience,
andj instead of that, you should allow every one who
believes in Christ to do so in his own way."

It need hardly be said that in Geneva a proposal to
reconcile French Catholics and French Protestants was
regarded as a heinous crime. At that very moment,
Calvin was secretly trying to incite the French Hugue-
nots to take up arms. Nothing could be less accordant
with his aggressive ecclesiastical policy than Castellio's
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